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J rom the [d1tor·s <?ha1r 
TEE BIG EVENT, Well , it happened and on time too as with all the 
nin ety-nin e which had gone befo re. It might not have been so 
because for several dqs l!r. Gore- Bromie of the duplicating agenc;r 
had something elee tc think about. Nevertheleee, he S"'7 to it 
that you were not kept rraiting. 

Came the aftemath , verily, it reminded me of Annual t ime. 
Very eoon came a tel egram from Stanl ey Sid th and aft er Easter 
shoals of letters. I had been a little uneaoy fer I had thought 
eomo o.f yoa might say the re was r ather tco much about the edi tc r , 
but evidently you th olJ8ht 1 t waa excusable under t he ciroumstanoos. 

And hero let me explain something tc those who were not in 
the plot - for there wae a plot. It l?ao this. Until I went 
down t o collect the completed cop ie s I had not the slight est ide a 
that those !our centre pages on green paper ""re 1A. They rro~ 
a 1.ell-kep t sooret between the Clubs end the Duplicating Agency. 

MereeTeid e said eomething about 11so small e. head.11
• Um! 

I dunno! Methinks th ere I s a dan ger of me bei"6 niok-<>amed 
"Big-head 11. 

Ge=, Allison did the editing, but he told me after.verda that 
the idoa came from John Gunn of Nottingham. 

Well, anywq it was a very nice geoture tn,1oal of the 
brotherhood and 'V!lstl;r encouraging to me in setting off for t he 
second century. 

But, be fore leaving the subject , l e t me explain something 
el.so . Mr. Chapman's sketch shows me seated at a typewrit er . 
Thoeo of you rrho knit your bror;s over mJ' handm-i ting qht have 
been saying I If he I e got a t ypewri t ar 17ey th e deuce doe en ' t he use 
it ? • Vlell it v,e.s l ike thi e. The sketch vcea taken from a 
photograp h whioh accompa.'liod ,.n ,.rtic le written by Jimlllr Stewart 
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Hunter \7hicb appear ed in "Yorkshire Illust r at ed" t our yonrs or so 
ago . It was take n at nr:t office e.nd a fr ie ndly aer get.n t of t he 
Military Poli ce kin dl y cle ar ed his tab le of quite different sorta 
of documents, end l e t me pose for the photographe r in the manner of 
a f ilm st3r 1:ho c an't play n not e, before e. pi ano . 

And that ' s t.11 abou t that . 

* * * * * * .. 
A SAD STORY, 11 few weeks ago a man, aged 54, rras char ged r.ith 
t he t heft of e j i g-a ar, puzzle "1ort h 1/ 6. In evid enc e it l?as 
sta t ed he had on ly 8d. in his possessi on : he had had domest i o 
trouble and hi s la s t job v.o.s pi cki ng flowe rs in Cornwall . Be had 
not been in trouble before uhere the pol i ce wore concerned . Re 
we.a given a condit i onal. discharge . 
' An ordinary story , the kind o f thing heard in Magi st rat e 's 
courts ever y d~ .. \\thy mentio n it her e? Well, 1'11 tell yo u . 

The defe ndant, whos e coat and flanne l t rousers vrere patche d, 
spoke in a. cul turo d voice and said he us ed t o writ e adventure 
stor i es for boys, bu t all t hat had gone now; he hadn ' t the incen -
tive. He hed slep t rough once or twice but he had had a good 
week:-e nd in pr i son and had bee n t r ea t ed ki ndly by the polic e . 

lie mention ed hi s pen-name ; that was whe t made me. si t up and 
take notice for it was one very fer.iil iar to readers of the .t... P. 
paper s and ' Chums• , thir t y ye ar s or so 8€0• He spec iali sed in 
adventure serials, many of l7hichwere republ ished in the "Doy•s 
Frien d Library" . !!any of you will ha ve read th em. 

The report gave me all the greater shock f or onl y a week or 
two be fore I S8V1 i t I !led bee n looking at acme biographi ea m. th 
phot ogr aphs , which appear ed in one of the t~. P. papers over 30 years 
ago , and , this man in troub l e 178S one of them. 

The biogra phy t old of a chee r y you."lg man eppnrently l7i thou t 
a. cp.re in the world , Md 7.'bose sto r ies were in great dam.and. The 
photogre.ph showed him smiling , hendsome and pro sperous lookin g . It 
brought a lw:ip to my t hr oat as I visue.li se d the one time 8llth o:r 
1,o., grey -ha ir ed with pat ched cl othes &'l d 8d . in h i s pocke t t1ho had 
spent a week-end in a pri so n ce ll . Cale doesn't knO'iV rrhat has 
br ought him t o such a pa ss in these days of li t U e unempl oymen t, 
bu t I th oU8ht of uh.at someone onc e e tdd, "Ther e but fo r the graoe 
of God go I ". 

I ment ione d the sa d busine s s to a member of our c irc le . He 
was shocked for it so happened that they had corr e s ponded when 
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both were young, though they had never met . He had an urge t o 
help if he could so he wrot e to the Chief Constable of the city in 
which the oase had been heard . A r eply was received s~ing t hat 
tho man had stayed there for a fel'l days the n set off on hi s wander
ings again . We e.re still hopin g to trace him. 

* * * * * • * 
ANCJJ'HER COINCIDE!!CE: In our April number Bi ll Lofts article 
11Ghoet Paper s" appeared . Whilst it was bein g prepare d th e news-
paper st r ike in Fle et St r eet star t ed. In tho days r,hich followe d 
provincial papers ,-;-hich" ere publishe d told how work l'lent on pre 
paring t he London ones just in CMe t he st r iko finished suddenly . 
They called them "Ghost Papers"! Maybe n fow copi os r.ould bo run 
off r,hich thG public wi l l nevor soe, thus providing a puzzl e for • 
collectors in years t o come, when the st rike has been forgotten . 

********** 
THE11CILU,[PI01l11

: As briefly announced lest month, the "Champion" 
folded up on March 19th . ,-.,, it star t ed Januar y 28th, 1922 , it 
ran for over 33 years, l onger than even the "l!?.gnet". From that 
it would see n to h:i.ve been a succes~, yet fo r ove r }0 years of that 
run it seemed t o most of us a rather Mee.rd.c riv e.I of the Thomson 
pepers , Adventure, Wi za.rd, etc . 

For its first two-and - a- hal f years, it was edited by lt!r. F. 
addington Symonds. Im-ing that time it was a r eal live intimate 
paper , packed with fine serials and long complete stories . The 
readers were suppli ed m. th inter es ting information about the authors 
and t he artis t s . Then Mr. Mdington Symonds left and with him 
that friendly , confiden ti al touc h. 

I suppose it could be claimed t hnt the cbeJ1ge jus tified itse l f; 
all the SMIE to me it l ost its obnrr.i. 

Yours since re l y, 

RIBBffiT LECKENB!. 

***********************'***••••· ·· ······*** ****** ...... *********H-H-ii 
THE GENTID!AN' S J OURNt.L by COLO!lEL TOPCBil! 

"The Gentle38Il ' s Journttl" - a Magazine devo t ed to Literature 
Info:rmation end lmusement saw t he li ght on th e 1st 1/ovember , 1869 
and th e fi rst number consisted of 16 pages, with a Color ed ple t e 
and four erl u. pages given L~, al l for one penny . 

- ·- -- ----·--- ----·--- -
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It wns of tbe asme oize as Fronk Leslie I a Weekly nnd was in 

every wey a t1ell produced boy:3' journal , i llust r ated by first-class Artists "nd printed on good quality r,hito paper . In oth er vords there waa nothing cheap in its pro ducti on . 
It ""8 publi.obed by E. Earriao n of London, who nlso publish ed 

The Young Ladies Jour nal, Bleck Bess Md Blueskin 1 " miied group if ever there was one . 
It started off well with " flouris h of trumpets and some ad...,r tisl.ng end att(lined a fair circulatio n, although at thi& date 

it 1s impos sible ·to soy with -,,hat success . 
If good wr:ci ting tales wero of any use in boosting tho cir 

culation then this paper bed the "goods" . In the first number 
th2ree se:rialo started, namely: - "The Raven Md Vlhat Became of it 11 

"Snxilby Mano~" and "The Soa Kings ", an His t orica l Roca.nee of the tim o of Alfred . The first ono was a long tale of the adven turee 
of sewral boys in a balloon over !,),rope and the lae t was, as i ta 
title indicates, a Sea tale . 

The first Volume consisted of 35 numbers and the sec ond 28 numbers . In t he f1rs 1t volume no lose than 20 large Chrome-Li tho 
graphic pictureo we re gi ·.ren away and nine Recreation Supplement a. 

The two most noted wr1 te r s in the first vo l ume wore Watt s 
Phillipe ( ot tlle Royal Acade~ ) who wrote "Facing tho V/orld" and 
Manville Fenn ,.ho 'ln'<>to "Gold" a tale of bunti ng fo r gold in lle .xioo . 
Both '<ler e exciting tal es . To show the style of tbo serials I mll 
append a fe-. more titles ,- J.!ark Single - a Sea Stor y , To<mshend 
tbe Runner or The King ' s Fa-.ouri te , Behind the Mask or The Gypsy • o 
&te , "Dick O' th e Diamond11 or "Out on the World n, Zarco the Corsair 
by Charl es Stevens , i1boae special i ty t1ae early hist oric al tales . 11.Luke 's Luck" by one of the Elir:Jott :Srothero , »I.win J . Brett ' s great 
r ivals . 11To~ Cal lant Tom or "The Cruise of the Droadnough tn was 
another good sea yarn . In !lumber 99 oomcenced throe serials, -
0Heir t o Halt a W.llion ", 11The Wbite Indian" a tal e of Redsk in Li t e 
and "PBUl Ad.air" or "The Princo of the Pearl .Diver s 11 by Cbarles 
Stevens. Unfortunately very few author • s names wer e eivoA. 

The first volume contained articles on Science , !.rt and 
Prootical lfechanics . Lessons in Chess , Draught s, Billiards , 
Solitair e , Angling , ROl\'ing, Croquet; the keeping of fumootic Pete 1 
in add.i tion to Essa,ys , Poet ry, Music, etc . 

Yet m tb all th ese advantages, tho i,apor ce.mo to a suddon death with 1;0. 15 0 , Vol . 6. 
-·- - - ·-- - - -- - - ----- - -
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Tbe fault of the paper was it wae to o hi ghbrow f or the boys 

of th at peri od who wanted more Pirat e yarns 1'li th more gore and leao 
of the ' 'uplift" businees . In fact th ey uer e not going to haYe up
lift at any price and they dropped th e paper, the conseq uence bein g 
the Publi she rs stop ped publication very suddenly in the middle of a 
vol ume. And thua ended a well conducted and well prin tad paper 
f or boyo . There are no copioe about and none in t he Bri t iah 
UuseWll. I am glad t o say I have a complete set f r om the lib r ary 
of the late Collecto r, A. E. Waite . 

*"*****"'************•*****"*"*** ...... ******'************"*"************* 

BL~(J/JJV~ 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACKl!/JI, 

27 1 Arcbd alo Road, Eaat ll'Jl11ioh, London , S. E. 22 . 
I do hope all Blak e fans will e njoy l'ial t er \7ebb' a latest 

ar ticl es - and maybe l7ti te ,n d toll him so. A great daal of uork 
goes int o t heso c ontribu t io ns r.nd n fetv uords of thMka bolp s con
eidorebly . 

Hcr.. do you l ike Der ek •o •Consulting Ro<>:1 Chat • ? His aug
geetio n about Tink er is good . I oan remo!!lber many cnsea in "hic h 
ho e scapt,d fr om mvkrlard situat ions , such as when he was very nearly 
oaten by the Chinese Dragon on the lslMd of Sarnsii nnother time t 
he was eavod from the cannibal.a • c ooking-POt, by no Ies e n pers on 
than Dr. Hu:xt on Rymer (no prize e for id ent i fying these stcrles! ) . 

Can't spare any more space thi s mont h for renarks , or I shall 
exceed my me.xi.mum quot a .. 

JOSI E PACi<IJAJI. 
<HHt+ ffH 

THE MEN BEl!L'!D PLUWER 

Par t One 
-- - In- 1 ts lon g h.iatory aa a detective and ad ventu:re story paper, 
the UliION JACK publiehed many eplend id Sexton Blake stories , a l ot 
t hat was of good aTllrage qu ality, much th et wae u:ninspir i ng , and a 
f1m downrigh t poor storieo which ehould never have fou:nd th eir r,ay 
in t o it s pages . I nt o th e lat ter category came oome of the ear ly 
Plu=er sto ries , believ ed to hew been written by John \'lilliam 
llobi n, oth erwise !.lark Osborno 1 but v,hi ch ue r e certain~ot the 
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work of that very good writer, For many years it bns bee n strongly 
believed that Bobin actual l y conceive d Pl ummer end wrote all the 
s t ories f eaturing t he character unt il Hmnilton Teed took him over 
in the 1920 1 0. But far from creating the not ori ous ma s t er-criminal, 
John Bobin WM not even the man who took ove r from the or iginal 
cr eator - ue.s not even the t hird, nor the fourth t o chro nicle the 
exp loit s of that utt er ly ru t hless and most unscru pulous of all Sex
ton Bl ake 1 s enemies . 

Who, tb.en, were the men vtho t ook ove r Plummer when his creat or, 
!achael St orm, passed t!Ne:y? First sto r y by the t eam of ' ghost 
WTi ters' t1as that which was containe d in UllIOJI JACK ( llo. 342), en 
titled "The Myster y of Room ll ", and which introduced t he charact er s 
of John Marsh and his at tractive wife for the first time, the l atter 
,appearin g in only t he last feTt lin es of the story, rthen , with 
PlW!llller and Marsh stendin g in the doc k after being sentenced to 
heavy tenns of impr isonment s he se nt out , from someTt"her e within the 
confinee of the cour t, re assuring flOrds of comfort t o her husban d, 
informi ng him of her in tentions of letting nothing stand in her way 
of getting him free . A very good t"1e, t his , one of the best of 
t he e,u-ly Plummer stories, and the f ird t Seito n Bl oke effort by one 
of the mos t popu lar BJ.alee writers of all time . 

The name? Well , I have it on very reliable autho rit y tha t 
Mrs, Michael St o:nn aold UNION JACK edi tor , v:illism Back, some st or ies 
after he r husband ' s death t1hich, at th e time, were thought to have 
been written by Stonn. A!terw ards, however, they ~;ere found to 
ha ve been the work of c new writer , named George i!p.mil ton Teed, Hem 
Mrs. Storm came to be in possession of Toed1 s w rk is not clee.r , but 
the latter had su ch e good insi ght int o Pl ummer' s cha r acter the t the 
possibi lit y of he and Storm havi ng worked together in harness on 
oc casi on cannot be rul ed out , \7hich is th e roason nhy , in my pr e vi
ous ar ticl o, I ventur ed to suggest tbn t Teed could have shed some 
light on the mystery of Michael Storm. Teed gllos t ed for other 
Stonn stories apart from "The Mystery o f Room 11" , but these must 
have appeared in o th er publicat ions because I can trace no othe r s 
wi t hin t he covers of the Ul!ION JACK. Nearly t hr ee years later 
Hamilton Teed turned up in the flesh end started in under hi s own 
name and steam , bu t probably forgot ell about John Marsh whom ho 
cr eate d i n 1910, for he ne-ver wrote fu rther s tories about the 
chara ct er. 

Rever t in g back t o Pl ume r , t he nerl s t or y to f eature him r,a s 
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published in issue No. 357, but spnrt from stating thet it a lso 
starred John !.larsh I oan offe r little comment ns I do not possess 
a copy. Next came "Tho Cotton Cor ner", by the seme writer, with 
llarsh again linking up with Plwmner to form a dange r ous alliance 
for SeJ<ton Blake to tackle , The fourth Plu:n!ll<lr and Marsh oto r y 
found, ao i n the two previous tales , Noman Goddard doing the 
ghosting and br ingine in Mr. Spearing to the sid e of Sexton Blake, 
and Tinke r, t o lessen the odds a Ii ttle in the crooks' favour . 

Ghost -writer No. 3 and the fourth m-iter to relate the nefar 
ious activities of George Marsden Plurmner was author-editor Lewis 
Carl ton, and he made his debu t in issue No.401, ueek-<lnding 17 
June 191111i th, it must be admit t ed, an indifferen t effort, en-
t itl ed 11Tbe Kid.napped Inspect or". With Storm1 s Plummer, Teed' s 
John Marsh and Jlorrne.n Goddard ' s Mr. Spearing, the only creation of 
e11y importance t o. Carlton's cr edit in this case was tM ·t of Sir 
Henry Fai r fax, Chief Commissioner of Police, well-kn011n to all 
lovers of Sexton .Bl ake lore; that is, so fa:r as the nc.me is con
cerned, for Sir Henry was to become as familiar a figure in the 
Blake st or ies as Inspectors Coutt s, HArker, Me.rtin, Thomas e.nd 
Lennard , ,nd one or too others atta ched to t he Yard . 

For exac tly a year Plumlller snd Marsh were not featured in the 
UNION JACKJ then , in issue !lo. 453 , Lewi8 Carlt on brought the 
notorious pair back again in a story entitled "The Case of the 
Convic t Mil lionaire" . By this ti me it was apparent that ?Jormnn 
Goddard had decided tbat he had little further use for Mr. Spearing, 
nnd, for that matter , Sert on Blake as well , for his appearances e.s 
a cont ributor to the UNION JACK had pr act icall y ceased, which i s 
probably the reason why Carl ton t ook over the character of tbe 
popular ex-Sc otlsnd Yard Official . Be th at as it may, Spearing 
took quite a prominent part in the following five Plummer stories, 
but after issue No. 465, containing the affair of "Tbe Secre t 
Salves", Carlton apparently also decided that Spearing ' s day was 
<kme , for after that reco r d the once popular old character was left 
out of the stories . 

Tbe year 1912 was undoubtedl,Y Pl=er •a year, for he appeared 
regularly at the rat e of about once a month in stories all of which 
were ';\Titten by Lewis Ce.rlton, v:ho, under the pon- ne.me of 'Cl aude 
Cust er ', turned out eeriels of .Buffalo Bill fo r THE DREADNOUGH'r, 
v.rhicb r:ere afterwards repr inted in volume form in the BOYS FRIEND 
4d. LI.ERARY. -~ fr.r as bis Plummer st ories ne re concerne d , Le\7i.e 

• 
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Carl ton ma:r have put plenty of effort into his work, but the results 
achieved hardly justified the endeavour . Ravi ng said tha t these 
sto r ies were poor l y written, i t must be added that, in some instances, 
t hey were also very carelessly produced . ~ake the case of the 
characte r of M.rs. Marsh, wife of Pl ummer' s confede r at e . She Ttas 
intro du.oed unde r no fewe r than thre e diffe r ent Christian names; for 
in THE MYSTERY OF BLEAKMOOR PRISON, John Marsh refe rr ed t.o h.er as 
Clara (page 7 column 1); then in THE KID!,APPED IIISPECTOR (p!l€8 1 
column 2 ), Lewis Car lton i ntroduced h.er es Juli a. In th e ne xt 
PlWlllller story he wrote Car l to n ch.anged her ne.me to Hilda, and t hen , 
obvi ous l y deciding t hat this was actual l y her name t continued to 
r efe r to her as such . Thero were occasio ns , t oo , when Carl t on 
refer r ed to Sir Henry Fa ir fax as Sir Joh.n Fair f ax and call ed Joh.n 
Marsh by the mune of Henry Marsh ( see THE CASE OF THE CONVICT 
MILLIONAIRE, page 19, column 1), examples of care l e ss writin g tha t 
se r ved to l ower t he poor stand ard of hi~ stories even deepe r . 

---ooOoo - --

CONSULTING ROOM CHAT by Der ek Ford 

Introduction , The above ti tl e v,il l no doub t be familier to yo u 
as t he one whic h appearedove r tha t gra.~d lit tl e f eature i n th.e 
Sexto n Blake Libs , for so many years : to be exact, from April 1934 
t o Ju l ;r 1940; r a t her appropriately the title of one of th e fo ll orr
ing August ca se-books """ "The Ccnsu lt in g Room Myst ery" (726 ) . Wbon 
i t ceas ed , the ' pe r sonal ' note departed from t he S. B. stage : the 
cur tain desc9nding upon our views e..nd suggestions m th edito rial 
repl i es; no longe r wore ue to heve news and photographs of our 
f avouri t e autho r s, or details of new case -b ooks . It hes not r isen 
Rgr.in, end I suppose never ui l l nov; - more' s the pit y . 

Howtiver, t o ge t to the real purpose of t h i s par"8l' aPh I a 
he ading, I have decided - with Mrs . Packman ' s ap pr oval - t o adop t 
this titl e for an occasion al Blakien miscell any by myself . Your 
suggestions, comments or news i terns will be l?elcom e fo r inc l us i on 
in my next I go•. The address is : 42 , WEST BOND STREEl', 
!!ACCLESFIELD, CHESHIRE. 

House-nemes1 In h i s Feb n:ary case-b ook (329) Anthony Parsons men
tions a retir ed Yard i n spe cto r cal l ing h.is cottage • l).munt in '. It 
re c alled these li nes from Rex Bardinge ' s "The Obser ve r Cor ps Myst er y" 
(733): 

"Sexton NBlak:~ __ Ib ~ u metQ.ll . to _ tel L us that _you ar e tbe 
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detective - the Sexton Blake?" 
"The only thing I know of with the same name is a house , 
and that was nnmed after me" retorted Blake . 

Whic h brings me to the question: have you ever seen a house-name 
recal lin g some Blaki an character or case? I remer.iber once 
se in g a , Zenith, , but whether this had s:n.y reference to the famous 
'Alb in o ', I don't know. In pa?sing, it. woul~ seem th~: Jack

1

Wood 
i s a Holmesi an as well as !_.Leeite, call111g his house .Iostaw : 
(Doctor)Wat s on in re-.erse. 
** Len wrote to Jack Wood about this some year or two ego, but 
Jack's reply was th at the house was already named before ever he 
occup ied it . J.P . 

~ , I wonder if you have heard this story about the f21DOUB 
(?) aut hor in the railWB'J car r iage? Acroes from him was sitting 
a rather pompous looking man reading one of his latest books . 
"Excuse me11

, the author aaid, tapping him on the knee, "but I'm 
the author of the book you 're r eadi ng. How do you I i.Jee i t?" 
Startled, the can dropped the book - and out fell an S.B.L. ! 

Second Surprise : Thia time it was I that was surprised . Going 
through the last C.D. Annual ' Who' s \\'ho' ! found that, altogethe r, n 
the r e are 71 collectors of either one or all of the three main S, B, I 
groups! You wouldn't t hink i t, wculd you, judging by the dearth 
of material for ' Bla.'lciana• each month? It oometi.mes puzzles me 
where Mrs .. Packman finds the ent husiasm to car ry on. I suppose 
you like reeding this section - I I ve never heard any protests 
about it taking up valuable rocm - but someone must write for it 
i f it is t o continue - IT1 SUP TO YOU! 

SUggestion: Tinker i s a neglected subject in ' Blakiana' . How 
about one of you 71 collectors telling us about some of his famous 
escapes, on the lines of Vic tor Colby 's chn.mpion article about 
some mecior able Blake exits ? Do ;rou remember Donald Stuart Is 
oase -book '"!'he Motor Bus Murder" (422 ) i n which Tinker is bricked 
up in a cell ar? I was puz zled ho71 Warnick Jardine was going to 
save Tinke r in t he blazing cinema in his latest case-book (332), 
weren't you? Trapping him in the projection ro om., "r:bich is of 
course alw83's fireproof, was rather neat .. 

~ , Belw you v::111 find th e descripti ons of three words . 
Fir.d these , t hen sort them in to t he nar.>e of o. Lem.a Jackson cha?"
act er who could b& the sub~ of gui t e M int ere st ing article 
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t oo . It is not Leon Kestr el . (1 ) To be without . (2) P",)'lllent 
for the use of a t hin g . (3 ) A l ong pointed weapon . Answer 
next month . 
Tal kin g o f puzzle s, I wonder why th ere uas neve r a S. B. jig-sew? 
I hne e.lways thought t he cove r of th e second S. B. Annual ..ould 
hnw ma.de n good one . 

Visiting-Cnrd . 1 wondGr if you have ever aeen e. vis i t ing -ce.rd with 
s oma quotf.tion or r hyme on the back -which was appr oprieto to th o 
man' s tr ade or bus in e ss on the fac e of the card? If ever S. B. 
want ed a fm, aui t eblc lin es fo r his cexd, I oould su gge st theso by 
Berton Braley, 

Got any ri vcr they say isn I t cros sable? 
Cot ,my moun tai n• tha t can't be cut thro ugh ? 
Wo spec i alise 1n the ,rholl y impossib le, 
Doings things nobody eve r cou l d do . 

Better l.!omor:y: A Start , Viben you r.ro sudde nly celled t!l'le;y fr om 
reeding your s . B, L., - usual l y at a most exciting pa r t of th o c es o 
t oo - do you push e pen , pencil, spill, t able-knil o, cigarotto 
(someone once put e li gh te d one rihich burned dorm, sot th e book 
aligh t 811d .... but that's nnotho r story), match , l:. note or what 
he.ve- yott botweon th o pago you hevo to l oe vo it at? I ' 11 bet yo u 
do. Woll, nex t time OON'T - just memorise the page number. It's 
easy! 

Tail piece , Did you he ar about t he ch ap who wrot e to th e London 
County Council durin g S. B' s sixtieth ye ar, suggesting th e.t th ey 
s hould consi der re -namin g thei r per haps moat fsmou s str e et -
BLAKER STREEI'? 

,~*'*****"**'*************** .... ********************** ********* .. 
T!!E I Al'lllUAL' BALLOI' 

l . Ttose Beguili ng Blue Gems 153 
2. Hundred Year s of Bo751 Peri odical s 146 
3. "Comic11 Charact ers .143 
4 . Bob Cherry's Roc,ance 139 
5. Brit ain Inva ded - Often 132 
6 . Peter Flin t 126 
7. !&ore of t he !Jan from Baker Stree t 121 
8. Dead Ma.~' s Secr e t 114 

.. __ -· ·· All ot he rs _ r ecei vin g _good support . ··- ···- ·-··- ··-- ·-
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}JF)JJ1Jtf OflJF)flF) 
Compil ed by HERBERT IECKOOY 

BILLY BU!i'l'!ll IN TP.E BOUSE OP CO!.'.IICIIIS 
~ In tho adjourned dobate on tho Childr en ' o and Young 
Persons (Blll'!Dful Publications) Bill, popu larl y knov.n as tbs Horror 
Comics Bill, on llarcb 28th , 1955, a Member r ose t o bis f ee t end 
epoke thus , 

110n t ho other hand, a publisher would be running e. grava 
risk: if be pr oduce d an illustrated -.ersi on of "Tbe Pit and 
the Pendulum" once tbio Bil l become lSIV. Be wuld aloo 
run th e risk of difficulties if he produce d an illustr ated 
versi on of 11Bil l y Bunter" because "Billy Bunter" contain s 
many incid ente v,hic b might incite children to violence, 
euch as j8Jlllling peop l e bet<leen doors a n:l pu shing peo pl e 
into fir ep laces. I 1ma~e it would not bo a great l oss 
to literature if "Bi ll:; Bunte r" di sappeared and it will 
diaeppesr in il lus tr at ed ver sion once thi s Bi ll is passe d." 

Fancy that now. At firs t I thought t he Member must be jo.king, 
but judging b;y bi s per oonal opin io n of Bunte r eipressed in bis l ast · " 
sentence , be uas serious . Well, wel l , I "m>nder if Mr. Chapman is 
shi wr i ng i n b.is shoe a or r1hetbcr Joy Harington is f eelin g guilt;r 
f or produoing bad boy Billy on T.V. for millione to see . 

I r.on•t mentio n th e W. P1 a n~ e f or it might be that eome 
Bemil tonien liv e s in hie constituency , ond '1oul d feel lik e -voting 
r.gnin st him at th e coming olectio n, eTOn if t he ll . P. does uso com
mon senee 1n oth er 1:114tters . 

The quota ti on v os tak en fro., Hansard kindl7 supplied b7 D..vid 
&rriso n. 

THE LAUGH OF THE WW(, It uas la t er repor ted t hat tivo ou t of 
all copioa of Horror Comics had been stolon from a. readi ng room in 
t he Bouse ot Lor ds! Whoo " er e tbe rul pr its? - Peers? Bisho ps? 
vbo couldn 't re sis t the t ... ptation . Porhsps t hey would plao d 
th ey were hunge r ing fo r some reading ol7ing t o the ner.spape r atrilce ! -Nor. comes an lnt erttet ing art i cl e trorr. "-ntbony Bak.er. And. i t. 
ao happens t hat I have just come across another aohool story whic h 
a ppear ed under Charl ~J l!amill'ton •a D8/llO. It WM called •Rivals ' !':'d it appeared in "Pluck" o. 311, Ju ly 29th , 1~05. Tbe schoo l _ 



------ ---- ---- - -·-( 145, -- ---- ---- ·- - ··-- - · ·- ··- · 
was Clave r ing , but evid ently r1i th no connec ti on wit h t he one wi. t h 
Tom Merr y associatio ns . The hero was J s.ck Stan l ey who hed a 
chum called Tom Nugent and the captain of the schoo l was Bullrnle :,. 

I have added it t o Anthony • s lis t. Probably it is by ue> 
means complete . Never the l ess it is an impress ive one . Actually 
of course •Charle s H81Dilt on ' was not a 'Pse.udonym' but es he him
self seys he i s bette r knc,;;,n as ' Frank Richards ' ue uill let it 
pas s . 

* * * * * 
SCHOOLS -- /JID PLENTY OF T!iEM! l!Y ANTll ONY P. EAKER 

I thou ght rec ent ly it mig.ht be quite in terestin g if I jotted 
down the names of all th e schools c r e at ed by Frank Richards which 
I had ever come ac r oss . I expect ed the tot al t o be not mor e than 
about 15, and so I was stag ger ed when eve ntually I found I had a 
list of 36 school s, all evolve d and written about by the Mast er of 
School Sto r y write r s! Some are very ronor ones, but all have had 
sto ri es centre d rotu1d th em at some per i od during Frank Richard.a ' 
ha lf --e--Oentury of school sto r y writing . It is, of course , a 
unique achievecent, and, as the l ist rnay be of inte rest to- oth ers , 
here it is. :laturally , there is not the spac e t o give much in-
format io n, even where I know i t , so I have concentrated mainly on 
t he papers in which the stories or igina ll y appe ar ed , and if and 
where they were r epr inted . I have not included any schoo ls which 
ha ve not had stories in their own right (e . g . , Righcliffe) . 
Barcroft : Pseu donym use d , Frank Ri chards , T. M. O. (Poems) . 
Carbr ooke : Pseud onym, Char le s Hemilton . l!oys Real m, !lo . 231. 
Csrcrof t : Pseudonym, Frank Ri chardo , Hutchinson ' e "Pi e" , T. M. o ., 

The Silver Jacke t . 
Cornf ort h, Pseudo n)Dll, Char l ee H?J11i l to n. Boys Realm, No . 244 . 
Cedar Creek , Pseudonym, Martin Clifford . l!oys Friend . Repr i nt s, 

Gem, Holi da.Y Annual . 
Clavering, Pseudonym, Ma.rtin Clifford . id,, Gem, Reprin ts , Gem 

Popular, liolido;y .Annual, Sun . 
c1,.vering , Charles Ramilt on . Pl uck No. 38 . 
Cliff House : Pseudonym !li ld R Richards . School Fr i end, T. lol.O., 

l!. l!.O. , "Bessie Bunte r of Cliff House" (book) . 
Cliveda l e , Pseudonym, Charle s Hamil ton . l!oys RealJ:l No. 209 . 
Clive den , Pseu donym, Charles llMil ton . l!oys Her al d . 
Fel gate : Peeudon:,n,, Fr ank Richards . Raymond Glen dennin g ' a Book of 
- ~por t l-!.~M. O.,~B~·=l!~. o~.,__~-~ 
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Fernl ey, Pseudonym, Charl es Hr.milton. ld. Union Jack No. 106. 

Reprint:- ff1l8get 3d. Lib . No. 64 . 
Floating School, The: Pseudonyr,, ~,on Conquost. Creyfl-iBI"s 

Herald 2nd series (?) . Reprints:- Gem. 
Creyfr iBI"s: Pseudonym, Frank Richards . )Aagnet, Holiday Arurusl, 

Bunter Books, T. 14.0., B. B. O. , Comet. Reprints: B. F. L., S. O. L. , 
Cem, Holi day Annual, Dreadnought, Popula r, Comet. 

Crimslade: Pseudonym, Frank Richnrds. Ranger . Repr ints S. 0. 1 ' • 
232, 238, 242, 246, 252, 254, 256. 

Roadlond Housor Pseudony,:,, Hilda Richards. Headland House Series , 
publ . by Wm. C. ller r ett (3 issu es) . 

High Coombe, Peeudonym, Charle s Hamilton . llodern Boy, T. 14.0. , 
B.B. O. Reprints:- S. 0. L' e. 290, 299. 

High Lynn I Peeudonym, Hilda Richards . "Girls of High Lynn School", 
paper - backed booklet publ . by J . B. Publ . 

L,nwood : Poeudon,yo, Frank Riohardo . "Fourth Form et LJnwood" and 
"Chums of Lynwood", 2 paper-backed booklets publ . by J . B. Publ. 

Northcote: Pseudonym, Ghnrl eo Ham11ton. Vanguard, lioe. 1, 7 , 9. 
Oakshott: Paeud onym, Charles Hamilton . Yodern Boy. Reprinte: 

s . O.L . 's 353 , 371, Holiday Annual, 1941. 
Packsaddle I Peeudon,ym, Frank. Richardo . Unable to find where 

s tories or iginally appeared . Reprints, - S. 0. L' s 305, 323 , 329 . 
Redcl1f'1'e: Paeu1onym, Charles Hamilton . Beet Bud&et No. 8, Larke 

lio. 4 and poesibly othere . 
Rookwood, Peeudonym, <Ren Conquest. Boys Friend , Popular, B. F. L. 

!lo. 413, lat Series , T.l!. O. , B. B. O. , "Rivals of Roola,ood" (book) 
Reprints, - Holidn:, Annual , S. O. L. 

St . Gynthia ' sr Pseudonym, Charles Hamilton . ld . Union Jack No. 76 
Reprint, Nugget 3d. Lib . !lo. 32. 

St. Dorothy 1 01 Pseudonym, Cbt.rles Hamilt on . Boys Realm, Reprint: -
s . o. L. No. 292. · 

St . F.gbert • a: Pseudonym, Charles Hamil ton . Boys Realm !lo. 245 . 
st . Freda ' e: Pseudonym, Charles Hamilton . Vanguard No. 31. 
St. Hilda ' s: Pseudonym, Charles Hamilton . Boys Reelm !lo . 225 . 
St . lim ' 0 1 Peeudonym, llartin Cl11'ford ( Charles Haoil ton in Pluck) . 

Fluck , Gen, B.F. L., Holidll,Y Annual , Tom Merry Books, Cold Hawk. 
llooka , T. r.r. o. Reprints: - B.F.L., S. O. L. , l!olidll.Y Armual , Gem, 
Popular, Triw:q,b, Sun. 

St . Ronan' s: Pseudocym, Charles Hamil ton . Jloys Realm Nov. 16/C!7. 
St . Kate's, Pseudonyms , Charles Hamilton, Frank Drake (fo r last 
_3._~to!~~ !loa. 321 421 491 58, 68. 

• 
0 
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St . Kate' at Pseudonym , Hilda Richards . "The Girl s of st . Kat e ' s 11, 

book not yet pub lished. 
St . Kit'a1 Pseudonym, Charles lllU'Oilton. "The Rivals of st. Kit ' a11

, 

a aerial in the E:npire Libre.ry . 
St . Kit ' s • Pseudonym, Cliff o rd Clive ( for School end Sport ), 

Frank Richards (tor Boys Friend ,:,nd S. O. L. ) . Scho ol e.nd Sport, 
Boys Priend . Reprin ts , - Boye Friend, S. O. L. Nos. 64, 70, 136 
end 188. 

Spsrsbott, Pseudonym, Frllllk Riebe.rd.a . Schoolboy Series and 
Spar shot Series (5 issue s ) . Puhl. by Wm. C. Merr ett . 

Topbom, Pseu donym, Frank Richards . A:rNfl Schoolboy Series (4 
issues) . Publ . by John Matt hew. 

Tipdale: Pseudonym , Frank Richards. "Bunker Bates on the Warpath", 
short story in "The Fourth Form at Lyrmood 11

• 

To thi s list, I might add o. 37th , the sto ri es of Rylcomhe 
Grammar School in the E:npire Library , bu t, as no one seems to know 
whother or not it was n genuine Hamilton School, I have l eft it 
out . Str i ctly speaking, when Frenk Richards wrote under hie own 
name of Charles liatililton , the word 'pseudonym' is not correct ; 
however, I have used it for want of a better. Of course , it is 
very doubtful indeed if this is o. complete lis t - and nen more 
doubtful if the det ail s I have gi ven ar e cor rect ! All the same , 
36 schools! ! Not only is it by far the greatest t otal in number , 
but what other school eto r :, vri ter can claim ouch schools. a.s Grey 
fr iars , St. J im 's, or Rookwood in hie vritings? 

.!!Qffu liigbcliffe oould be included because of the mo Boys Friond 
Library 3d. (Fir st Serioe) "The Boy Without a llama" and "Rivals 
and Chuma 11• B. L. 

REVIEWS 

By sue FAYNE. 
"BILLY BUNT.El!' S DOUBLE" 

Thia, t he late s t of t he Bunter books, ia a jolly romp. 11.odern 
in idiom, with its the me carefully developed from the first line 
and with l ittle o r no irrelevancy, "Bill,.- Bunter's Double" will 
undoubtedly be very popular with the youn ge r goneration , t?bo will 
revel in the bubbling f'un of its plot, unb elievable though 1 t may 
be . For older collector a, the impac t may be lessened by t!le fa.ct 
that we have read it all before , when Billy and Wally change d 
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places in th ose halc yon days - oh, so long ago ! But if such is the 
caae, th e l os s of impact wi 11 more than be compensated by the fra 
grant charm of nostalgia which comes to th e r eader in meet ing again 
a character v.-ho made our days joyfu l when r,e \1'ere boys , Wally Bunter .. 
Recommended for the young in heart of :,11 ages . (Cosse ll'•• 1/6 ) 

THE TC'!! 1\ERRY SERIES 

The ori gi nal Tom Merry serie s of Mandevill e, now published by-
Spring Books a t 2/6 are erceptionally good val ue for money. \'Ii th 
stiff covers, and att ractive dust-jackets, t hey are prese nted in 
sligh t ly smaller prin t, which I conside r no di sadvantage at all . 
The series, so far, is a.s fol l ows:-

"TOl.! MERRY & CO. OF ST. Jill ' S": - Excellent story in li ght vein , 
notable for a f ine pen-pic ture of a schoolmaster in Mr.Ratclif fe. 

"SCAPEGRJ.CE OF ST. Jiil ' s " ,- One of the very best of the pos t....war 
stories of t he old schools, with exce ll ent charac t er study 
of Harry l.!anners. 

"S:l:RET OF THE STUDY":- Good story with neat and or iginal pl ot . 
"TALBar•s SECRET",- Good of its type, and well-wor t h while in 

br i ngi ng Talbot to the for e again , though the t ypi cal Talbo t 
pl ot is f'"1lilior. 

"RIVALS OF R00l(IV00D": - fujoyable sto ry of the light er typ e . Each 
of the Tom Merry stories in particulRr is firat-<:lass of its 
type . Fully equal to anything of th e Gem days, t hey are even 
bet ter than some of the Bunt er st ori es , and should r each high 
sales at their moderr..te cost . 

-----00 0oo --

DO YOU RElm!Bffi? By Roger M. Jenkins 

No. 9 - Gem No. 441 - "Too Cl ever by Half " 

The ear l y Blue and White Gems r eally had little to dist i nguish 
them from their famous blue -c overed predec es sor s - apart , of course, 
from th e covers themsel vee. !!any of the stories in the latter half 
of 19161 for i nstan ce , were ver y fine i ndeed, and nearly all were 
interesting rea.ding. No. 441 was no exception . 

A St. Jim ' s story featuring CUtt s and his circle ba.s the 
spacial att raction for older readers which tales about seniors in 
1he Gem always possess, an att r ection cau sed by the mor e se ri ous 
'tone of the narrative . On this occasion it rtas St. Leger uho was 

? 
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in tbe fo:refr ont; th ough as r eckless end unscrupulous as Cutts 
in most t hings, he la.eked his cool and calculating nature . 

It all happened on one of th ose glorio us summer R.ft ernoons 
whon it r:as t oo bot for c r icket, e.nd practic?.lly all the sc hool 
was down on the ri nr . St . Lage r """ pleying nap on the · bank o ith 
a disreputable characte r from Wayland, and 1788 caught in the act 
by a governor of the schoo l , Major Stringer . He refused to giv e 
his name, end the major de clared he wuld go up to tile school the 
nert day and identify him. 

It was Cutts who was "Too Clever by Half" . He arran ge d an 
alibi for St. Leger by going up to Baggy Trimble and congratulae-
tin g him on savinfl St. Leger from the pool in the Ryll. Baggy 
at once believed that he had really done it, and St. Leger was 
snved - f or a time . Baggy then proceed ed to blackmail St . Le ger 
while llellish and Piggot t black mailed Baggy, until eventunlly the 
whole cwming scheme coll aps ed like a pack of cards. 

No. 441 was a satisfying story, with thrust and counter
thrust beween t he major a.nd St. Leger, with Cut t s spinnin g hie 
cobweb of lies ove r it a ll t o confus e th e issue. The only blemish 
wae the paper shortage which, one suspects, induced the author to 
abbreviate hie story . 

llAGNET TITLES: 1409 , The Remove' s Remarkable Recruit, 14 10, 
The Unseen Witness , 1411, The Fifth Form Mystery , 1412, Coker 
the Reformer , 1413, A Schoolboy\, Secret , 1414 Honour s Even : 
1415, The Sleuth of Greyfriaru 1416 , Fooled on the First , 1417 , 
Facin g the Music, 1418 , Quelch' s Easter F.gg, 1419, J iJ!Jmy the 
Fou 1420 , At t he Eleventh Howe: 14 21 , Up for the Jub il ee: 
1422, Barry ,Toarton's Double, 1423, Rivals of the Remove : 14 24 , 
Harry l'lharton' s Enemy, 1425, The Hero of the Hour : 14 26, Who 
Sha ll be Captain? 1427, Barry l'lharton • s Trilllllph: 1428 , The 
.Black Sheep , 1429, A Traitor to His Side : 1430, A Dangerous 
Double , 1431, Standil18 by $J>i thy, 1432, Saved frOID the Sr.ck, 

~ · Saxton Blake Library (First and Second Series Only) . 
Your Price Paid for Good Copies. Serial llumber s end Series to •
J OSEPHINE P_ACK111Jl, 27 ARCHDALE .ROAD, Et.ST DULWIC!l, LO_NDON, S.E:~_2:!~ 

.£Am'Sl); . Any Copies of I Chips• between 1914 and 192 0 ( inclusi vo ) . 
Cood Conditi on Only . 2/6 each offered. L, PACJa!AN, 27 ARCHDALE 
. ROAD, EAST DULWICH1 LONDO __ N~,_ s_. _E_. 2_2_. ___________ _ 
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By JACK WOOD, 
NOST°'!, .l.~ey, Stockton Lane , York. 

Continuing our story of St . Frank 's and t he Bonningt on Gram
marians, we now come "to lat Hew Series No. 44, The Deluge at St . 
Frank 's, whore we find tho school playing fielda so sodden by con
tinued rain that Nipper ri ngs up the junior captain to postpone 
the Crsmma.r Sehool match . 

FAgar Sta.nmore, a new junior o,3ptain , has some lurid comments 
to make about a "fake ground" for ducks to r evel in, and t hen aug
goats !lipper & Co. should change venues as the Cramme.r School is 
lVell elevated and far f'roa the river Stowe. HO\Vever, a delu ge 
occurs , and llr . Cotton, the burly 5th Form master, forbida tho 
match . 

Handy'• antics on the way home 11han be f i nds the Pin e Hill 
Reaervoi r cracking, his unheeded warnings, and th e disiustroue re
sul ta, all make up one of Brooks I e beet series . 

In 92, The Voice of the Tempt er, Vivian Travers i s at hia 
most unscrupu l ous in dealing 11ith Harold Grayson to right the 
fortunes of J:IJIID,y Pot ts, the Bootbo7 B!IJ'Onet, and the atocy opens 
with an inter-ech ool 1114tch in e. tense aitun.tion .. st. Frank 's led 
2 - 1 ~t tho inter val end O'era down 2 - 3 eoon afterwarda , onl7 
for Ni;, per to equalise . In a din g-dong closing at ru ggle Handy 
saved in groat style, end then TrAvers , who bad eoored one goal 
and hel ped t o make a sec ond, "•• in actio n at inaide left . Bis 
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polished football was a joy to watch and he got the winning goal 
in the last minute with a great c.ngle d drive . The Moor View girls 
make hie acquaintance and invite him to Winnie Pitt• a bi rthday 
party, whic h l eads to Grayson being tempted ll?ld succumbing . 

In 104 T>e are in the midst of the famous aeries in which 
Handy, fals ely convicted of wreckin g Mr. CroT>ell • a otudy , becomes 
at logger heads with the Remove. He refuo ee to play cricke t at 
Bannington and then l ocks up his successor, Alan Caatleton, so 
that he misses the· game, t oo. 6andy Pl11Yed, af t er all, but he 
was too consci ence-etricken to be much value to the team, missing 
a catch off Hope, the new Bannington junior skipper, and being out 
first ball . Net result , a defeat for the Saints by 10 runs, and 
Handy shunn ed by the fo:nn . 

By 117 the re w.lts have become even more startling wit h 
Cuthbert Chambers r elegated fl'om the Fifth - surely, here WllB a 
more Coker-lik e charac t er in many Wa;{s than Handy? - and bul lJ"ing 
his way into the junio,, cap tainc y, and now in th e Third and being 
t amed by the Fags . We are introduced to Re:,: Palmer of the 
Bannington Fifth, and his sister, pre t t7 15 year ~ld Phyllis, who 
has just joined !loor View . 

No. 37 Second New Series, Glutton and Goalkeepe r, pres en ts 
Fatty Little, l ess fsmiliar l7 known a,.s James Rodway Little, of 
Study P, West House, in one of his rare l e adin g roles . Th!!Jlks to 
stucJ.ymate Nick Trotwood, who use s hi e ventriloquial skill to ""'1<:e 
Nipper include him in the team, Fatty plays fo r the junior XI 
against the Grammarians, much to the clisgust of the team. However 
thanks to his previous stern exercising, Fatty acquits himself as 
a s eco nd Fatty Fo~ices . In the first minute he saves e shot from 
Moulden, a Grammaria forv,ard, and leter in a brilliont displa;J" be 
saves e penal t ;r taken by the centre forward &J'.ter Parkington bad 
handled in the area. 

Town:row, Smith and Br aby , of the Grammar Schoo l Fourth.',!?-n 
substantial bets at the expense of. Forrest & Co. as St. FrSJ1K e 
r,in by five eoals t o nil . 

In 59, Capper• s Capture d Caps , Randy & Co. ge t into trouble 
after George Capper, a nmcome r, Fortescue Ford and Clarence Vi ne, 
of the Grammar School Fourth, thr ow a brick into a mirror st t he 
CeistO\ ce Waterfl'ont Pavilion. Capper is a pr actical jo ke r in his 
uey, elim, aristo cr atic and elegant ~ The Gromnariane had not 
lost a gerr,e the.t season, but St . Frenk ' s won by two goals to nil, 
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Nipper and Pit t s coring for St . Frank ' e . That is the introd~ction 
to a story in which Capper works out a cunning re venge for liand.y 
striking him for be t t ins. 

As the plot develops we learn that lessons at th e Grammar 
School start earli er than at St. Frank ' s, that Mr. Bull i s the 
Fourt h master, and that Colmore i s a prefect. Capper was expelle d 
and the others fl ogged . 

Trave r ;"~!• E:: :~~!: ~ !~: :~:r:t:r•;.,, m~P:::• s!::~~::,,. 
rin g. 

st. Frnnkts and the Gr .!".tnmP.rir11s meet in a St. FrM.-1<:'s Foot
ball Leegue gl\Jlle, and thanks to t he CUrse of Osr a snd Quir ke • s 
machinations th e Grammarians profit from the St . Frank' a errors, 
and mishaps , to win by six clear goals to nil. 

That completes our surv ey of the lons story of St . Frank 's 
and t he Grammarians, and now here i s an article fl"om an old friend, 
t oo long absent from our column , Norman Pr ll8?lell. 

THE LAST DAYS OF ''BETl'IEEN OURSELVES" 

A few weeks ago, on a bit terly cold Saturday aft ernoon , ·.ve 
were compelled to s it in front of a blazing f ire , instead of en
~oying the :nore health:,, but per haps more foo lis h bobby that we 
citizens of Liverpool go in fo r on such Saturday af t ern oons . In
s tin ctively, we too k do,m from th e shelves some fif t y odd cop i es 
of the Nelson Lee Library o f varying periods , and pulling up our 
favou rite chair began t o turn th e pages . 

Vlitbout r eal isin g 1t we automatically turned t o the back of 
the books to rend if it were there . Edr,y Searles Brooks' om, 

column. Readin g once again some of bis anS'1ors to our oft foolish 
quee t ione, we realised how much the success of the Nel s on Lee was 
due 1o his pleasant personality nnd intimat e touch . 9/e nre qu it e 
sure no othe r author ever enjoyed such personal contact with t he 
re ader. Cert ain l;r t he r eade rs of the Magnet and the Gem were not 
so fortuna t e , for thei r fa vourit e author never \1l"Ote his school 
stor ies under hie orrn neme, le t e.lons mnk:e contact with them ea.ch 
week. 

As we turned from the old e r Nelson Lees to the later one s 
,;,:e r ealised th at it was onl y our pers onal. regard for Brooks' ';/Ork. 

that ke pt us buyin g the "Old Paper " r:eek af t er .,..eek durins that 
depressing period of i ta life botrreen 1930 - 1933. A de t ai l ed 



- -- - --- ------- (153 } -- -

study of the two featu res "Between Ourselves " and 0 Gossip about 
St. Franks" would take far more space than the Co llector ' s Diges t 
can afford, but what we propose to do here is to glance thr ough 
the last period which we we ro to enjoy of "Between o.ira0 Ives 0

• 

Nelson Leo enthusiasts will remember that from J anuary, 1930 to 
April, 1~31 ,-,e bad had no word whe.tsoever from Brooks. Vie can 
hardly imagin e that this '789 his fault . Tho f oo lish poople t1bo 
were responsible for the publication of tho Nelson Loo no doubt 
tho ught that tho adVGnturcs of Dicky and bis Dinose.ur t1ere f ar more 
interesting . Fiowever, we can only assume that the 11l ight 11 was 
eventually seen at Fleetway House and at the end of March, 1931, 
the following annoW1cement was made. "Between 0.U-sel ves 11

• This 
popular feature will r etu rn shortly. Once more Edey Searles 
Brooks will Pow..Jlow with readers of the Old Pap er in a s eri es of 
breezy chats. 11 

And so at the beginning of April our favourit e author re -
t urned to us. In bis firs t article we had an attractive pho t o of 
Brooks in the top left hand corner - sometbfn8 we older readers 
r emember all too well. We wore als o i nvite d to write t o him agw, 
an offer of which many of us took advantaae. J.!ention ,,as also 
made of a number of "Chin Wags" between the Editor and th e nutho r 
about the future of the Nelson Lee. It would have been most 
interesting to be.VG boon at one of those meeti ngs . We can imagine 
many hard <1ords being spoken . A t ouch of irony appeared also . 
Brooks told u s that any complaint s suoh as the quality of t he 
illustrations were to be dire cted to the Edi t or and not to himself. 
Vie know that Brooks must be.ve yearned for the illustrations to be 
done agai n by Arthur Jo nes . 'l\vo 11eeks later the n81!l0 s of some of 
the old correspondents appeared. Mick Sullivan and Reg. T. 
Staples were but two o f them . ~?e often ,;onde r what has happened 
to so:ne of those well -known names. A interesting re ply to 
Leonora Baber appe ar ed on Apr il 25 t h . She had uri tten to Bro oks 
suggesting that the recent St . Franke stories bad not been written 
by him . He wro t e the repl y : - "Well, I hope she won't continue 
t o labour under t hie del usion . Every St . Franks story that has 
eve r appeared in the "Cld Paper " has come from my pen" . We oan 
v,ell Wlderstand the r eaders ' apprehension bo;':ever . Many of th e 
stories '-'.PPearing in the nelso n Lee Li brar y were t o sey the least , 
very odd indeed . Several month s e,80 in a lette r to the -r.ri ter of 
thi s article Edrr.r Searles Brooks said t h«t the st yle of the stories 
---· --· ··--- - - ·- -- --··· ---·------ . ----- ------------ -
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appearing then "as not of bis orm choosing . _ Edi t orial policy at 
that ti.me r,as not in fa:vour of the more soh.d t YJ)e series we knew 
of old; what was wanted apparently were medium len gt h stories of 
the "slap stick 11 variety . On ~ t :te ninth, we re ad a scrap of 
information tbs t may not be generally knorm. The first Nelson 
Lee sto ry he ever wrote '7as entitl od "Twent y Fathoms Deep11 und it 
eppeare d in No. 16 Old Series . We also noted that Tich Harborough 
bad left St. Frnnks - not much of c. miss we think. The follcming 
week snother le tter by Leonorn Baber uae comnented on. She was 
obvio us l y still dissr .tisfi ed rri. th the .,~ the llelso n Lee ,oas being 
run, and reading be -Ween the lines, she made no bones about i t. 
Brooks had to promise once again tha t we were back to the "good 
ol d days 11• Up to a point we were, and our author, no doubt was 
doing his best . Possi b ly he did not realise what the future 
months he ld for the Nelson Lee Lib rary. A few weeks later on 
May 30th appear ed t he last of "Between Oursel vcs" as ue kne'tl i t. 
The following r,eek Brooks ' phot o dis appe ar ed and th e title of the 
f eature was altered to "Our RoW1d Table Talk" and we wer e informe d 
that it would be conducted by The Edi tor and lo!r. Brooks . 

Why the char.ge ? Havi ng no inside inf ormation we ok. only 
put it to pure j ealously , whether by the old editor o r possibly a 1 
new one , either way it was obvious that the Editor wanted to col - J 
lar all the limelight . 

Brooks, writing for the first time in the thir d person com
mented on a l e tt er from Robert C. Blyt he. Mr. Blythe v:ondered 
?It.e t her bi s letter went st rai ght into the waste paper basket, as 
hi s r emarks were nearly all complain t s . Ile was assured that all 
r eade r s ' l e tters v,ere carefully read, but we can sympathise w.i th 
him for he had pl enty to complain about . It 11ould be in t eresting 
to r ead t he ori ginal letter . The wri ter of thes e notes als o re -
cei ved an answer t o three questi ons, one of which was to ask for 
Nipper's correct name. Why the question wr.s asked v,e ca.rmot aey, 
as we have always known the answer - possib l y shee r va.Yli ty i n an 
ettempt t o see our name in print . 

A few weeks la t er, at the fo o t of th e col=, we noticed a 
cbange of address for ou:r lette r, no lon ger to be addressed to 
Ed<,y Searles Brooks , but to the Edi t or hims elf. 

Late r we read of numbers of r eaders, their appetites whetted 
by the llvrth estrie.n aeries, ask in g if th e original series could be 
purcha sed. The editor i al comment flas br ief - "Sorry, out of 
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print". A pity, for readers would have bad the chanc e of rending 
the Nelson Lee a.t i te best . With Edwy Searle a Brooks no J onge r 
at the helm of bis own feature, our i nterest began t o -.,anc. The 
old atmosphere had gone and our .teelin&"B toward the Edi tor r:ere 
far from cordial . l'/e did no t e a comment by Jack Uw-t88h of N"" 
Zealand appearing in September of 1931 . lie ,,as asking for 1?10re 
tales of the Ezra Quirke and Dr. Karnak type . The Edi t or promis e d 
him eve ry sat isfaction, but r.e doubt .-,bother Mr. IAlrtagh uns oo 
easily put off . Perhaps Jack ~tagh o f Ne,1 Zealand '10uld g ive ua 
his anm:ers t o t his point in our llelson Lee colwnn . In its unsat 
isfactory form "Our Round Table Talk" cont inu ed until t he r e- intro -
duction of the Silve r Dwarf Seri es . From then on , d.iacussio n of 
St . Franks and his characte r was taboo. The space was taken up 
by r eade rs• jokes and otbar nonsense . Truly what had started out 
as a great r e vival, finished up as half a page or so of sh ee r 
drivel . Such treatmer.t of the fine work coming from the pen o f 
Edl'T,f Sear les Bro oke is some thing we shall not eas ily f orget . 

A Y A I L A B L E1 llAGNETS, GlllS, UNIOll J ACKS, POPIJ'LARS, MARVELS, 
SEXTON BLAKES, BOYS cnmas, BOYS ™• BOYS IIAGAn'ES, rn 
FRIDID LlllRJRY' S - ALL Pilll ODS. BUFFALO BILLS, rnm.§., 
ROBIN HOODS, DIAMOND LIBRARYS, YOtJIIG BRITilNS - 1920' s . 
BULLSEYES, WIZARDS, SKIPPERS, ROVERS, ADVENTURES, PIWl'S, STARTLEBS, 
l-lODERII BOYS, C . .A!!PIONS, TRIUIIPHS. HOTSPURS, HOLIDAY ANNUJ.LS, .l!Qll. 
FRIENDS 1903-1 914 1930 1 s . COMIC Cl/TS, PALS, COMRADES, ~ SHOTS, NUGGETS, PLUCKS, JJ,DD!E TURPI!IS, BUFFALO BILLS, DETECTIVE, 
FIRST- RI.TES, CliE!:RrUL, LAND&: SU, a.:.LF EOLIDJ1Y, etc . 1890- 1905 . 
l!Oll'lHLY CJJ>l'Iu!IS, B. O. P • • , 1907- 1917 . 
W il N T E D (VIBY GOOD EXCHANGES OR Ct.SH OFFERS) ~ (1922 -
193 2 ), GEl6S (1922 - 1929) , GREYFRI~S ~. ST. Jll!S, s . 0 . L' s 
(Before !lo. 300) , ~ (1 900- 1940~, UNION JACKS 1903- 1925 , 
OLD SERIES liELSON LEES, ROCKWOOD BOYS FRIEJID WEE!CLYS. S. A. E. 
PLEliSE, SATISF..CTIO!I Gl/lJWITEED! T. L.ll!BERT, 347 GERTRUDE ROJ.D, 
llORWICH. 

W 1, N T E D, iJ>Y SEr.TOll BU.KE LlllS . 1915-38 . NELSO!/ LEES 1915- 18. 
El...'lLY C. D. LJ:l:ul.LS, C.D ' s 1-4 0, UNIO!l J..iCKS 19 05- 30 . PHOTO BI TS, 
Fl/llSt EAf'.LY COYICS ETC. ST./J.TE COllDITIOll !.!ID PRICES. fi;~• I.LL TYPE~ OF OLD BOYS BOOKS ETC. S.l. . E. RONL.LD ROUSE, • 
LEOIUJUJS TERRI.CE, G:.S- HILL, IIORWICH. 
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OLD BOYS. BOOK CLUB 
LONDON SECT I ON 

t.pr il Spring meeting at Woodingdean, Brighton, was a great 
undoubted success. Guest of honour was C. H .. Chapman, no need to sta t e what hi• claims to fa:ne are, and to support him wer e t hree Br is t olians, Cliff Lotte:, , Fred Rutherfo rd !llld aia t er Nora. A 
very full programme of events were carried out . The hosts, Bill a.~d Glad:,s Jardine , provide d two ver:, fine feeds and to rind up n r ... n,- a ffa ir Bill provided two quiz ' ond young Jean road her 
article fr om tbe Woodingdean School 1:aga:z.ine, viz . "Billy Bunter's Stepfathe r " . Ur. Chapman r:.uet have been ver;r pleased t o listen 
to this tribute to Hmself . Bill ' • firs t qui z wos entitle d an 
examination one and the tie for first place was she.red by the Tel0 Packmans, Josie and Len. The o ther quiz wa.s the Tn.pe Recorder one , a great ideo of Bill ' a and an easy winne r was Bob Whiter . 
Bob aleo had to conduct hiB quiz , as he uas the "inner at lest 
mont h• s meeting . Len Packlr.en won this ono . Another reading was the ar t i c le by vice - president Bil l Gonder , 11Tb& Rookwood Press" , telling all abou t th e U,,..-dOffll on ito Set-up . This "as read by c,yself :,nd was r;ell receh-ed. Final l y, our :Jr . Cbpman obliged r,ith some more l ight nin g sketches of vari ous Grey-friars cheracters . 
Thus "i th un,inioous congratulations on the very success:t'ul 100th number of the "Collectors ' Diges t" and t he grand St . Frank's and St . Jim ' s coun try meeting , all doparte d th eir various r,ays glad in the Icnoole~ that they wuld meet on SUnday , !Jay 15t h , at Cherry Plece , Wood Green, London, 4 p. m. sharp . 

UNCLE PE!IJ.AMI:f. 

IICJ!Tl!ERJI SECTION 
FIFTH All!IU,\L GEIIERlJ. 1AEb"!'IliG1 APRIL 9'i'l!1 1955• 

Our chairman was unfortunately unable to be present owing to the illness of l!rs . Bentley. Opening t he meet ing in his absence 
I said all present would with her a speedy recovery . 

I uent on to t1clcome e. neit' mecber, Wilfred ~i llson . As he 
had been in the roon hal!-an - llour , he """ alread,y perfectly nt home. I also so.id we r,erc plec. s ed to se e Bi ll Harri son agai.Jl 

• 
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after several months unavoidable absence. 

Minutes and correspondence havifl8 been disposed of, v;e came 
to the annual report and t he election of officers . The bale.nee 
shee t audited and found correct, showed the Club to be in a ver y 
n our ishing state . The li brary, besides pr oviding quite a lo-t of 
r eadi ng matte r for those able to attend the meetings , had handed 
over revenue to the G. P. O. for par cels passing to and from postal 
members. 

Bi ll lki.rrison proposed that t he officers be re-elected 
en bloc. Thie was second.ad .:ind c arri ed unanimously.. So Messrs . 
Smith , Allison and Co. carr y on th eir labours f or anothe r year . 

Busines s completed in such happy atmosphere, we got down to 
two games - ' Happy FBl!lilies ' and ' Ladde r Vlords ' , the latt er the 
BLAKE into PRICE by changing e l e tter a t a time kind of thing . 
Both provided pl e nty of fun . 

Nert meeting, !.!ay 14th , a five weeks ' inter val , worse luck . 

H. LECKENBY, 
NORTHERN S ECTI ON CORRESPONDENT. 

*** 
IIDLAND SECTION MEETING: l!ARCH 28th 

Anothe r chap t er in the history of our Club was opened t o-ni ght 
when we met for t he first time at en admirable new rendezvous very 
ge nerousl y offered by Mr. J.T . Sandle;,-. Our Chaiman opene d the 
meetin g with a happy little speech than king Mr, Handley on our be -
half . Ably aided and abet ted by his son, John , 1lr. Ilandle y had 
spared no pains to make us happy and comfortable . 

We th en had th e pleasure of welcoming tt o new memberst Mr. 
I.A. Carbin of Rugby, and Mr. L. L. Dyer , ( an o l d friend of Mr. 
Handley ) . Vie were pleased to see .Mr. Brost er of Kinver again . 
After minutes end apologi es we settl ed down to the programme whioh 
had been orgenised by our Chairmen. 

Thie commenced with a reading by Mrs. Corbett from Magnet 
No. 1361 (Smedley series ) , wl:ich re l ated how Smithy ' s Millionaire 
Pater comes up to Herbert ' s study and surp r ised Bunter busily en
gaged in scoffing Smithy ' s tuck whil e the coaa t uae c l ear . 

We we r e then asked to 'w1I'i to our own continu ation of the story . 
The eigh t or so entries ,vere r ead by their auth ors and judged by 
a pan el of three. They e.m1rded the prize t o Mr. G. L. Chath ,.m for 
a. very Nll'Uaing and origin al idoa . His sto ry made Mr. Samuel Vernon 
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&nith say "Let me help you, my Boy", and he proceeds to suit the 
;-.ction to the word . Completely out of character of course, but 
an arrestingly novel idea , After this Mrs, Corbett finished the 
ro e.di ng and told us what really happened . Incidentally this was a 
good example of Mr .• Riche r ds ' more serious and dramntio passages . 

It ~1as now r ef reshm ent t ime and unfortunately two membe?s 
(!Jr, Breste r and Mr. Carb in ) had to leeve for their long jo urney 
home. Not , har:,ever, before drinkin g n toast . In f ac t ,·:o drank 
several . First t o Mr. Hsndley uho had offered us such convonicnt 
accommodation at his offices, then uc to asted t ho clubs , ~.nd i'inallf 
and most important of Pl! to the honoured name of i nl'}ompc.rable 
frp_nk Richa r ds . 

Eil,V ARD DAVEY. 

* * * • * 
MERSEYSIDE SECTION MEE'l'IllG. 10th APRIL, 1955 

Ther e r.as s. very pleasant openin g to this Easter S'unda,y meet ing 
es Don Webste r informed us tha.t he bad purchased n considerable 
number of new books . Olr policy is to add to our stock r1henever 
possible, for the borrov. i ng of th e books nt very reasona ble char ge s 
hae ce r tain l7 done much to mclce this sectio n web o happy one , It 
does one good to se e the vari e ty of the good old favourites ne~tly 
stecked on the library tr..blos for every member to enj oy, and I men
tion this as one small i nstPJlCe of Chai man :ton Is great uo :rk for 
th o Club . 

Mr. Francomb has sot us e most int er esting, t'.nd r.hat promises 
t o be a highly amusing competition . Never, he says, has he read a 
prope r de scr iption of .Billy Bunter ' s spectacles, so his competition 
is in t ended t o r emedy this state of affairs, being an essay, not 
more than two hundred words , on "Billy Bunter ' s Spectacles 11 • Ent r ies 
a.re to be read out , and results announced at the ~ meeting . Mr .. 
l'rancomb himse l f will ju dge the entries and is kind ly providing the 
prizes . Let • s hope that the fat Cml 17ill not be too offended by • 
some of th e desc r ipt i ons! 

For the amusement ( ??? ) of t hi s meeting !'rank Cass set us an 
acrostic . Its e j ol l y good thing t hat we are not members of 
Que~chy ' s class, oth erwis e that severe gen tleman , I ' m sure, would 
resi gn on the spot in di3mey .. One could almost he o.r the painful 
sound o f brain s being cudgelled to meet this challenge; certainly
one could bear one or tr.o uncomplir.lentary remarks direc t ed at Frank 
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for aettin g such a pose r, on Easter &ulday too! In ehee r de spe r a
tion, and with great good fortune, I managed t o hit on th e solut i on 
firs t, fo llow ed b;r Don and then by Pete r. Our chairman and son 
kicked themselves l ate r , as th e answer was "Wat er l o o Rouse "• 

To suit the conve nience of several members , th e next meeting 
will be on the 3r d Sunday in May (May 15th ) at 7 . O p . m. 

~ ::=:::-- - · 
Ifilll]{ 11NWIN. 

~ 1 Collectors ' Digest, No. 3A, etc. T.17. PORTER, OLD FI ELDS, 
CORNGREAVES ROAD, _CRADLE! HEATH, STAFFS. 

DO YOO Rn.lEl!BEll THAT LARGE PI NK PAGED POLICE BUDGET? Copies are 
now ext remely scarce, but R.E.J . ROUSE, 3 ST, LEONARD'S Tll!RACE, 
CAS HILL, NORWICH, r ecently s eoured a-lar ge quantity . Send S. A.E . 
fJr details. 

LETTER BOX 
BUSY JACK OF ALL TRADES 

April 23r d, 1955. 
Dear Herber t Lecken by , 

Maly thanks for the C. D. I specia ll y liked Roger• s art icle 
"In the Remove Fore - room" . I fear that Lati n did a lit tl e pre
dominate : but as Roger very truly remarks, most youthful roc.dere 
could enjoy th o ho1,\J.ers perpatratod by Bunter e vcn 1.£ they couldn • t 
quite foll017 the original . And ve ry often I om p l eased by l ettere 
from old r eaders who tell me that the b!o8net gave them their firs t 
push in th e d irection of t he classics . Really and truly the 
ancient aut hor s are a fascinating study: and one who enjoys them 
! eels like a !ellot1 with a t re asure he woul d like to she.re with 
everybody . 

Some read ers may be interested to hear that Sprin g Books are 
to publi sh the "Jack of All Tradea" ser ies . These will begi n m. th 
a r eprint of "Jack of ill t r ades" publiehe d by Mandevi ll e ' s , fo l
lcmecl by "Jack ' s the Lf\ii", "Jack of t he Circus ", end other vo l umes, 
t1hich I have had re P.dy for some time . The prioe of the books wi ll 
probably be 3/6 , nhich i s at least a step in the right direotion . 
I hope , one of these deys, to s ae all my books at half--,,--0roM1 : but 
I expect I shal l have ml\de my cen t ury by th en! With lcindost re -
gl\?'ds, Alneys youre einoeroly, FRI.NJ( RICH/JlDS. 
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Gru FANS! ITS uP TO YCU! 

24, English Stree t, 
LONGTOl'IN, CumberlBlld. 

April 14th, 1955. 
Dear Herbert Leck enby , 

Herewith find P. O. value 4/ 4 in payment for the llarch e.nd 
April numbees of the C. D. received . 

What ails St . Jim 's these d,cys that no ar t icle abou t it ap
peared in Ue 100 number of the C.D.? I was very disappointed 
ebout this , BZ1d think that Gemite s ought to be ..w:,,d of themselves 
for having let t heir old school down so badly. Th,ink goodness 
that 11Tom Kerry snd Co., Caravanners" is coming along soon to kee p 
the St . Jim's flag fl ying , although I am not pleased to'notice th at 
the silly Bunter has again been stu ck in whore he i sn't we.nte d . 
St . Jim's r equi res no help from him. 

The C. D. is unbo.lanced as betaeen St . Jim' s and Gr eyfr iars, 
end unless this fault i s rectified , the monthl y may suff er f rom a 
loss of inter es t by those r eade rs who favour St. Jim ' s. Surely 
there ar e sufficient Gomi tes t1ith a litt le l iterary ability to 
provide at le as t one St . Jim' s article for eve ry number of the 
C. D. The t ime has come fo r them to get on with the job . 

With good wishes , 
Yours sincere l y , 

ROBERT FA.~ISH. 

YR. F. HAYDN DIMMOCK 

Ur. F. Haydn Dimmock, who retired l ast year af t er 36 years as 
edito r of "The Scout ", die d at his home in Welwyn Garden City, on 
April 26t h . He was onl y 59. 

Mr. Hqdn Dimmock was the wr iter of numero us st ori es and 
books for boys . He joined the staff of "The Scout" in 1913 as 
office boy . He beoemo assistant edito r in 1915 and edito r in 
1919. He was the origin&t or e.nd orga.'l i ser of the Scout "Soapbox 
Derbys "; the i dea of "Bob-a-job" 'i'eek was also his . 

HAVE YOO S~ !)UR EXTRA 1/ - FOR NO. 100 YET? 

AD\lmTIS:r; Hf THE C .D. l d. Y/ORD -----
YORK WPLICATINC SEP.VICES, 1 The Shambles , York . Telephone 5148. 


